28                              EABELAIS.
tion. Other memorials of Rabelais in the Montpellier
registers show us that he left the place in 1532 and
came back in 1537 to get his Doctor's degree, and that
he lectured in the same year on the Prognostics of Hip-
pocrates from the Greek, not the Latin version. His
name appears as having been present at certain feasts,
at dissections, and at university Functions. It is found
for the last time in the beginning of the year 1538.
The university possesses in its library one book which
belonged to him, and has his autograph. The robe
which is shown as that of Eabelais has been, unfor-
tunately, renewed twice at least, in 1612 and 1720, and
probably very much oftener. Before the former date,
every student used to cut off a piece as a memorial of
Eabelais, so that, although each of those memorials was
small, the whole gown, in the natural course of things,
gradually disappeared.
It is certain that this student, who graduated in two
months, entered with spirit and enjoyment into the life
of the place. He recurs to it in after-years, laughing
over a farce of which we may very well suppose him to
have been the author: at all events he was one of the
actors. Those who object to a man of fifty playing low
comedy on a stage, might with equal justice object to
a man of forty, one of the teachers of the university,
doing the same thing. But Eabelais had not the modern
ideas of personal dignity. To laugh and to make laugh
in due season was his delight. Personal dignity in
the sixteenth century was principally a matter of birth
and rank. No one, for instance, would have expected
Coligny or Guillaume du Bellay to act in a farce.
A curious parallel to this degree of Bachelor in Medi-